VI.   ACME
BY JOHN GALSWORTHY
From Captures
ONE of the problems of the short-story writer, here
admirably overcome, is that he must present his characters
in a flash so that he has time to show them reacting on
one another. Here are two characters, the man of genius
and his friend. We must not confuse the friend with
Galsworthy; the speech is the loose, very colloquial speech
of the ordinary man about town. Their reactions offer
,jas a criticism of the old, silent (ilms, made in very good
humour, with the complete turn round at the end that
the genius evidently loved them or loved to go and despise
them. The old films were usually preposterous, but often
entertainingly so. The * talking * cinema is different, and
this opportunity may be taken of expressing the indigna-
tion of cultured exiles from the West in this country at
the degrading quality of most of the films imported into
India. They are as untrue to life as they are disgusting.
But the ' Talkie ' can be a wonderful vehicle for artistic
expression. Never lose the opportunity of seeing what
can be done in this medium by producers like Eisenstein,
Flaherty, Pabst or Ren6 Clair.
IN these days no man of genius need starve.   The
following story of my friend .Bruce may be taken as
proof of this assertion,   Nearly sixty when I first knew
1iim. he must have written already some fifteen books,